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Just a quick THANK YOU for helping your 

student use their awesomeness to help others! 

Since our STEP IT UP! fundraiser ends soon, 

please log back into your Personal Donation 

Page and be sure your child has reached the 

goal you helped them set. Every dollar raised 

makes a difference in the lives of our students! 

All online donations are automatically added to 

any CASH and CHECKS collected, as long as 

you turn in the money and your Pledge Sheet 

on the turn in day! 

Our upcoming DAY OF AWESOMENESS 

will  celebrate our students’ efforts with an 

amazing   party! Friendship! Fitness! Fun! Stay 

tuned for more info! 

Temperature checks 

when students arrive. 

Remember the 3 W’s—

Watch your distance, 

Wash your hands and 

Wear your mask! 

Welcome Back to our “In Session” students and E-learners! 
 

Wow!  What a crazy way to start a school year!  I am so proud of how hard our teachers and staff have worked to 
make everything go so smoothly!  Another huge shout out to our parents and students who are supporting us and  
following all of these new changes.  
 

It’s taken a lot of planning, but we’re here and boy are we excited for that.  Everyone has been so gracious in helping 
out and being patient.  Our true rock stars are our teachers who are learning to (for the first time ever)  blend in class 
instruction with on-line learning. It has taken great effort for them to do this and when you get a chance please join 
me in thanking them. They came into this year with a “Can Do Attitude” and that has been our secret sauce to    
making this year AWESOME!  Thank you to the best ever school office composed of Cheryl (Mrs. Reese), Angie 
(Mrs. Robensein) and Mrs. Schmidt.  It takes a village to keep a school going, and we have the best one around! 
 

Our Fall Fundraiser- Step It Up has begun! Don’t forget this is one of the major ways our school raises money for 
some incredible programs such as Fine Arts Day/Field Day, Accelerated Reader Program, Fine Arts Programming, 
(helping offset the costs associated with our Art/Music/Band/ Spanish Programs). Did I mention that this also allows 
our teachers to continue their education through conferences and workshops, as well as, additional college      
coursework? Remember, if everyone helps we can reach our goal! This fundraiser only lasts a little over one 
week.  Thank you for your support! 
 
As we begin a new year, I ask God to keep our families healthy and safe and allow our children to develop their faith 
so that they may possess the courage and confidence to grow their 
gifts and share those with others. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Maureen Bentley 

Principal 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-the-Apostle-School/117463285029208
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This weekend we will begin again the Donut  Sundays 

after the Sunday morning Masses. Again this year, for 

each Donut Sunday, we will invite the students from a          

particular grade to be present for the 9:00 AM Mass. 

Some students will help with parts of the Mass, and even 

with the serving of the refreshments afterwards. Students 

from our school and CCD program are welcome. We  

encourage our families to attend, as it also gives our  

parents an opportunity to socialize together.  

8th grade will start this Sunday! 

After 23 years of clipping, Box Tops 

is changing to fit today’s   families. 

To participate in the new digital  

program simply, download and use 

the Box Tops App!   The new and 

improved app uses technology to scan your store    

receipt, find participating products and instantly add 

Box Tops to your school’s earnings online. 

On the first Friday of the month, our first through eighth 
grade classes attend Adoration.  Eucharistic Adoration is 
when we spend time alone with Jesus in the form of the 
host. Some have one-on-one    conversations with Jesus, 
other pray traditional prayers such as a rosary, others read 
their bible or holy books, and some may choose to write in 
a  journal about their walk with Christ.  

Classes sign up on the first Friday of every month that we 
are in attendance. We invite parents and grandparents to 
attend with their children on first   Fridays, whether by 
joining their child's class or by signing them out of class 
for around fifteen minutes to spend side-by-side time at 
Adoration.  Always double-check the time with your 
child/your child's teacher, as schedules sometimes 
change.) Please prayerfully consider if this is something 
you are called to do, even if only once during the year. 

Preschool fun & alphabet letter hunt! 

Peoria Notre Dame Golf Classic  

Get your foursome together and sign up for the 24th Peoria 

Notre Dame Golf Classic.  

THURSDAY , September 10, Weaver Ridge Golf Club.  

The outing includes a round of golf with cart, great prizes, a 

box lunch, dinner and awards. This is a fun way to support 

Catholic secondary education.  

Questions? Contact Tara Shane at 691-8741 or 

t.shane@pndhs.org.  

Registration for golf participation, hole sponsors, and major 

sponsors is available at  

www.PeoriaNotreDame.com/golf.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-the-Apostle-School/117463285029208
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It’s Not Too Late to Mitigate Your 2020 Illinois 

State Income Tax Liability 

Last Year St. Thomas had 25 students receive      

Empower Illinois awards. We hope to exceed this 

number for the current school year but we need your 

help through additional donations! So far this year 

we have only received donations to make awards to 

19 students. 

Please consider making a donation to the Invest in 

Kids Scholarship Program. You will benefit from the 

state tax credit and the students will benefit from the 

tuition assistance. 

Through the Invest in Kids Act, Illinois children 

from low-income households have access to a new 

scholarship program that can provide up to 100    

percent of their tuition and fees to attend a Catholic 

school. 

These scholarships are funded by donations made by 

individuals and corporations to Empower Illinois, the 

Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO) that     

represents the Catholic schools in the Diocese of  

Peoria. 

HOW DOES IT WORK? An Example: 

A Taxpayer Donates $1,000 

Individual donor designates the Catholic Diocese of 

Peoria Schools or a specific school as the              

beneficiary. 

The $1,000 gift becomes a student scholarship 

The donation becomes $1,000 in targeted           

scholarship funds. 

The taxpayer claims a $750 credit on their 2020    

Illinois state income tax bill 

The taxpayer receives a credit on their state income 

tax bill equal to 75 percent of their gift. 

A student receives an excellent Catholic education! 

Children receive an outstanding Catholic education 

that their families previously thought was              

unattainable. 

Step-by-step donation instructions are available at: 

https://empowerillinois.org/donate/ 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-the-Apostle-School/117463285029208C:/Users/cherylreese/Documents/Fax
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Fourth 

Graders 

hard at 

work! 

Click Here To Register or Sponsor 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-the-Apostle-School/117463285029208C:/Users/cherylreese/Documents/Fax
https://www.stthomaspeoria.org/product/2020-st-thomas-golf-scramble/
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